Parent and Family Involvement

Parents are their children’s first teachers. The involvement of all parents, including

parents of LEP/ELLs, contributes to their children’s learning and enables students to

succeed not just in school but throughout life. Support for parental involvement is

shown in compelling research evidence suggesting that parental involvement has

positive effects on children’s academic achievement (Carrasquillo and London, 1993;

Delgado-Gaitan, 1991; Heine, 1992; Henderson, 1987; Quelmatz, Shields and Knapp,

1995).

Parents and Families as Active Partners

The input of parents and families in the educational process is, now more than ever,

of paramount urgency. Children do best in school when their parents are able to play

four key roles: that of teacher, supporter, advocate, and decision maker. Parental

involvement is associated with numerous benefits:

• sustained gains in academic achievement

• enhanced English language skills

• increased cognitive growth

• improved behaviors in school

• better home-school relationships

• more favorable attitudes toward school

• higher self-concept

Current research (Bermudez and Marquez, 1996; Carrasquillo and London, 1993;

Ochoa and Mardirosian, 1996; Sherman, Cheyette and Peterson, 1991; Shartrand,

Weiss, Kreider and Lopez, 1997) has established a positive correlation between parents’

active participation in their children’s learning and schooling and the children’s

sustained gains in academic achievement.

The Role of Parents Within the NYSED Standards Movement

An integral part of the New York State Education Department’s standards movement

is the participation of all parents in the educational process. Toward this end, the

Department requires parent participation in the building-level planning teams formed

in accordance with Part 100.11 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education.

By becoming active participants in their children’s education and involved in the

decision-making process at the school level, they become well informed about the

important educational issues affecting their children. Thus, parents and schools work

together to create a strong parent-school partnership.

Resource: State Education Department publication “Building the Bridge,” chapter 7


